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Understand Your Medicare Options 
Your most important decision may be whether you want to choose traditional 

Medicare (Parts A and B) OR Medicare Advantage (Part C). 
 

Traditional Medicare (Parts A & B)  Medicare Advantage (Part C) 

Medicare pays set fees for your care directly to the 
doctors and hospitals you visit. Some people call this 
“fee for service” Medicare.  

 
 

Medicare pays a fixed fee to private companies 
for your care and these plans then pay your 
providers. Part C replaces your A & B coverage, 
and you must keep paying B premiums.  

     OROROROR     

 

 

      Standard 

  

 

+   

        Additional  

+   

Medicare Supplements or 
Medigap Policies 

Covers Medicare-approved benefits 
not paid for by Parts A & B. 

Alternatively: a secondary plan from 
your past employer. 

         Possible 
Additional benefits 

Can be included, such as 
some small routine dental, 

vision and hearing services. 

Notes: 
1) Most providers accept traditional Medicare and 

supplements; however supplements/Medigap 
policies  can cost $100-$200/month 

2) If you have a supplement or secondary 
coverage you have few (if any) deductibles, co-
pays or co-insurance when you receive 
Medicare covered services. 

 Notes: 
1) Many providers do not contract with 

these plans and may deny services or 
charge higher “out of network” rates. 

2) Monthly premiums can be much lower 
than supplements; however, there are 
co-pays or co-insurance when you 
receive care. 

 

Part A 
Hospital 

(You owe $1,132 deductible  
per benefit period) 

Part B 
Doctor & outpatient care 

 
 (You generally owe 20%) 

 

Part C 
Combines 
hospital 

doctor and 
outpatient 

care into one 
privately 

administered 
health plan 

Part D 
Drug 

benefit 

Part D 
(Drug benefit can be included 

in part C or separate ) 


